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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM E. H. 


[In the first number of this volume, page 3, we presented an 
extract of a letter from a venerable preacher among the people 
called Quakers, with some remarks thereon; at the same time 
offering an opportunity to Friend H., or any one of his friends, 
should any one be so disposed, to reply to our remarks through 
the same medium, giving them a plase in the Magazine. But 
we have heard nothing further from that source. Recently 
another communication, from the same venerable Friend, 
has been put into our hands, with which we shall take the 
same liberty, giving the same privilege as before. ‘The letter, 
from which the following is an extract, is dated 1 mo. 15th, 
1820, and addressed to W. B. 1***h. | 


“‘ [T don’t admire [do not wonder] at the difficulties thou hast 
had to encounter, in regard to the mode of redemption gene. 
rally held by professing Christians, as being effected by the 
death or outward dying of Jesus Christ on the outward wooden 
cross. This, as it regards. the redemption of the immortal soul 
from the bondage of sin, I consider a vulgar error that came in 
with the apostacy from primitive Christianity. ‘he redemp- 
tion effected by this outward offering could only, according to 
the true analogy of things, be a redemption of outward bodies, 
for as under that legal dispensation there were many legal in- 
stitutes that were binding on the people of Israel and on. no 
other people, and a breach of these produced legal crimes to 
which penalties were annexed, and these inflicted on the bodies 
of the Israelites. Now, I consider that the offering of the bo- 
dy of Jesus Christ on the outward cross, as a matter of re- 
demption to the Israelites only, redeeming them from the curse 
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of that covenant, and penalties attendant on any breach there. 
of; and this outward redemption, was the top stone of that 
figurative dispensation, as by it that dispensation with all its 
legal rights and ceremonies were abolished and done away. 
Hence, the Jews could no longer be guilty of any of those le- 
gal crimes, as the law that required those legal rites was 
dead and done away by the outward death of their Messiah. 
And this outward redemption of the outward bodies of the 
Israelites, from the curses of their outward law, is a complete 
ficure of the inward redemption of the soul from sin, by the 
life or spiritual blood of Christ, inwardly sprinkling our con- 
sciences, and thereby enabling us to die to sin as he died for 
sin, by which we are redeemed from dead works to serve the 
living God in newness of life, which makes the true Christian. 
Why shouldst thou think it crucl, or painful, that God sent his 
Son into the world, and when in the world, permitted him to 
suffer death by the hands of wicked men, when history informs 
us that many thousands of righteous men and women have by 
the permission of the Almighty, been persecuted to death by 
wicked men? Yet nevertheless we do not believe that God sent 
any of these into the world purposely to suffer death in the 
cruel way they did by the cruel power of the wicked. Neither 
do I believe that God sent Jesus Christ into the world pur- 
posely to suffer death in the way he did, any more than all 
these, for I do not believe that God created any rational being 
and sent him into the world to suffer death for other men, be- 
cause they were wicked and he was righteous; but that it was 
the righteousness of all these that aggravated the wicked, and 
was the procuring cause of their hatred and vengeance towards 
them, when they cruelly persecuted them to death. But their 
sufferings were entirely opposite to, and inconsistent with, the 
purpose and will of God, for if it was not so, the perpetrators 
of these dreadful crimes and most atrocious deeds would all 
stand justified in his sight. Wence we clearly see, that all 
those kinds of doctrine that materially and necessarily im- 
peach the all good and all gracious Jehovah, with apparent 
cruelty and incorrectness in his purposes and designs concern- 
ing his rational creation, are all founded and have their origin 
in that false and inconsistent doctrine of predestination and 
election, which ought to be exploded by every rational being; 
as it destroys all the nobility and excellences of God’s rational 
creation and places them entirely below the poorest animal on 
earth. I believe that the Almighty Creator of the Universe 
never had but one sole purpose and design in creating man 
and placing him on this terraqueous globe, and that was to 
do his will, and thereby to continue in a state of happy union 
and communion with him through the spirit; and that he did 
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order aud arrange all things here on earth in his wisdom and 
goodness, as to constitute a probation to man during his mili- 
tant state, or while his immortal spirit continued in con- 
nexion with these mortal bodies, which were not to continue 
any longer in existence, than during the time of this proba- 
tionary scene, which was necessary to give the rational intel- 
ligent creature, man, a fit opportunity to rise above that in- 
nocent state in which he was created, to the exalted state of 
virtue and glory, by a just and righteous improvement of the 
liberty and power conferréd upon him by his gracious Creator 
for that purpose, and that purpose only, agreeably to the in- 
struction of divine wisdom. Hence we conclude, that God 
rever sent his Son Jesus Christ, nor any rational creature, 
into the world purposely to suffer death by cruel men, but on- 
ly in his free and voluntary choice, to attend and do his holy 
will in all things, and therefore glorify and enjoy him, which 
all agree to be the chief end and design of man’s creation. 
Therefore, all the persecutions and crucl deaths that have 
transpired in the world among mankind, not only the perse- 
cution and crucifixion of Jesus Christ, but also all the suffer- 
ings and martyrdoms committed by wicked men, have all their 
rise and spring from man’s unjust and unrightcous use of his 
liberty and power conferred upon him only to do his Maker’s 
will in all things. But the sequel, as well as the very reason 
of things, clearly show that man in his probationary state was 
possessed of power and liberty (uncontrolled by any other 
power) to do his Maker’s will by his instruction and aid, which 
was fully offered to his acceptance, or not to do it if he chose 
to comply with temptation, as he had communicated to him by 
his Maker, a power of entire free choice. For if this was nof 
the case, he could not have been virtuous or wicked, as all 
virtue consists in choosing the good, and all sin in his choosing 
the evil, independent of any vther cause but his own choice. 
And no doubt had the Israelites all been faithful to that out- 
ward covenant given them through Moses, they would all 
have been prepared to have received the Messiah in the way of 
his coming, as did those that belicved on him, by which the 
end of his coming would have been much more fully answered, 
as all Israel then, like the disciples of Jesus Christ, would, as 
willing as they, have passed from the old and entered into the 
new dispensation. Hence no crucifixion, no suffering death of 
Jesus Christ, would then have taken place: but when his mi- 
nistry on earth was finished, by fulfilling the law and abolish- 
ing that outward covenant, and turning the mind of the pco- 
ple to the inward, and to the law written in the heart, and by 
a life of perfect righteousness and self-denial, he had introdu- 
ced his disciples into the gospel, he would then kave been (like 
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Enoch or Elijah) translated without suffering the pain of 
death. But divine wisdom foresaw that his people Israel 
would revolt from his commandments and rebel against his 
law, and become crue! and hard hearted ; so likewise he fore- 
saw that the wicked among them would cruelly persecute and 
slay many of the righteous, and his son Jesus Christ among 
the rest. Therefore, he inspired many of his servants to tes- 
tify of these things amongst them before they came to pass, in 
warring and caution, that so those who were secking after the 
vight way, might be preserved from taking any part therein. 
While those who wilfully hardened their hearts against re- 
proof, might suffer the penalties resulting from their crimes 
which they had conimitted in their awful choice, contrary te 
the counsel and will of God.” 


» REMARKS. 


This worthy Friend adopts a language which seems to be 
peculiar to his sect, and which, to one unaccustomed to it, is 
rather obscure ; yet we shall endeavour to give his words their 
most obvious meaning, and if there has been any other mean- — 
ing designed to be communicated, that meaning is out of our 
sight. When he speaks of * outward dying,” “ outward 
wooden cross,” outward offering,” “ outward bodies,’ &c. 
1 I know of no other meaning which can be put to such words 
Yap than simply that of dying, cross, offering, bodies, &c. and there- 
aie fore shall consider all such expressions in this light; for I 
know of nothing z7ward, which can answer as an antithesis td 
these (which he is disposed to call) outward things. I fully 
agree with Friend H. that the idea of the ‘ redemption of the 
immortal soul [i. e. of man] from the bondage of sin, as being 
effected by the death of Jesus Christ,” is a vulgar error,’’ &c. 
but then, how could the body be redeemed in this way any 
better than the soul? It is very easy to imagine things, 
and to state things merely from imagination, but when one is 
called on for proof, it is more difficult. If God was disposed to 
exonerate the Jews from any further observance of those rites, 
could he not do it without such a sacrifice as well as with? Are 
‘we informed any where in the scriptures, that God accepted 
the death of Christ, in the room and stead of the outward 
obedience of the Jews, to their outward rites, any more than 
for the inward obedience of the heart to the love of God written 
in the heart ? Not in the least. 

Again. If this “ outward redemption,” &c. * is a complete 
figure ef the inward redemption of the soul from sin,’ and this 
redemption was effected by something besides the obedience of 
the creature, namely by the “ outward death of their (the 
Jews’) Messiab,”” what is the inward redemption effected by? 
~—-by the inward death of the Messiah? He must admit this, to 
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make the analogy complete. This, in fact, scems to be the 
meaning of Friend H. For where else does he obtain the 
“ spiritual blood of Christ,” unless Christ died spiritually, 
i.e. inwardly, as well as “ outwardly?” Speaking of the 
‘‘spiritual blood of Christ inwardly sprinkling our conscience,” 
&c. Friend M. adds, “ thereby enabling us to die to sin as he 
died for sin, by which we are redeemed,” &c. By what are we 
redeemed? by the life of Christ (or his example) which enables 
us to die to sin, or by his dying for sin ?—the words will ad- 
mit of either of these constructions—if friend H. means the 
former, we agree with him—but if he means the latter, he has 
not wholly abandoned the “ vulgar error,” of which he speaks. 
It is the manifestation of the love and goodness of God to sin- 
ners that enables them to die to sin; inasmuch as it leads them 
to true repentance ; and our dying to sin, is the same as pe- 
ing redeemed from dead works, “ to serve the living God.” 
I necd not inform Friend H., being, as he is, well versed in 
the scriptures, how “ God commendeth his love towards us,” 
(Rom.v. 8.) Again. If Christ suffered death “ by the hands 
of wicked men,”’ as he undoubtedly did, how did his suffering 
redeem the murderous Jews, so that they “ could no longer 
be guilty of any of those legal crimes?” If the law was re- 
pealed, or what is the same thing, abolished, that is one 
thing: but what had the death and sufferings of Christ to do 
in abolishing that law? It is surprising to me, that a man of 
the natural powers of mind which Friend H. seems to have, 
should contradict himself on the same page, and, apparently, 
without knowing it. He admits that God “ permitted” his 
Son to suffer death by the hands of wicked men: and at the 
same time, contends that “ their sufferings (i. e. the sufferings 
of Christ and others) were entirely opposite to and incon- 
sistent with the purpose and will of God.” Now how can 
God, who is wise and powerful, even permif, any more than 
he could decree, that which was “ opposite to and inconsistent 
with” his purpose? Look at the reasoning. Man is ** pos- 
sessed of power and liberty (uncontrofled by any other 
power) to do his maker’s will—or not to do it if he choose to 
comply with temptation,’”? and this “power of entire free 
choice,” was ** communicated to him by his maker ;” and yet 
we are told, when man does that which is wicked, it is not 
only opposite to, but inconsistent with the will and purpose of 
God. There never was, neither is it possible there should be 
a more direct contradiction; and all this is done to ayoid a 
consequence which was supposed to be derogatory to the cha- 
racter of God; namely, that unless we can admit that sin is 
contrary to and inconsistent with the purpose of God, there 
either is no such thing as sin, er else God must be in alliance 
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with it. But such consequences by no means follow tie pre- 
mises laid down. ! should rather say, God permits his crea- 
tures to do just as they please with the powers which he has 
given them, and with the instruction which they have receiy- 
ed; but then, they must abide all the consequences of their 
own doings. And all this is perfectly consistent with the will 
and purpose of God: because it is one part of his purpose that 
all men should reap the fruits of their own doings, whether 
good or bad. ‘This is as much the will and purpose of God as 
it was his purpose that man should have a free choice. Again, 
our Friend H., after all, supposes that the crucifixion of 
Christ might have been avoided, and the law fulfilled, and the 
outward covenant abolished, without it: yet he admits tliat all 
these things were ** foreseen” by * divine wisdom.” So, ac- 
cording to our Friend’s reasoning, what was not foreseen 
might have taken place, and what was actually foreseen by 
divine wisdom, might have been avoided! Such reasoning to 
my understanding, is altogether pucrile and inconclusive. 
Gur Friend speaks of “ a probation to man,” and “ during 
the time of this probationary scene ;” but as he has not explain- 
ed what he means by it, and as the scriptures are entirely si- 
Jent in regard to such a state, I shall make no remarks upon 
it. On the whole, and to conclude, I will briefly remark: 
Friend H. possesses some excellent ideas; and, with a mind 
a little more cultivated, [ have no doubt would be very useful 
asapreacher. ‘The freedom, however, with which he has ex- 
pressed his opinions seems to have raised a kind of spirit of 
persecution against him, among the Friends, for which I see 
no just cause; but, after all, his mind seems to be too much 
confused, and his language too obscure and indefinite, to be 
very uscful as a public teacher. His respectful age, and the 
good feelings of his heart, are prepossessing in his favour ; 
but nevertheless, to a mind desirous of instruction he leaves 
it too much in the dark. EDITOR. 
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THE BIBLE DOCTRINE CONCERNING HELL. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 332.] 


In the New Testament, which was originally written in 
Greck, we find the word ‘¢2%s, which answers to the Hebrew 
aw, used but cleven times, and two of those are in passages 
quoted from the Old Testament. But we find another word, 
which in our common version is rendered hell, and in the Ger- 
inan, hélle, with as little reason as Sodom and Gomorrah 
might have been so rendered ; for the word has no relation to 
the general state of the dead, nor yet to the grave or sepulchre 
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of individuals ; for it was by no means a concealed place, but 
a place as well known in Jerusalem, as Golgotha, or the place 
of sculls; and had no relation to any supposed place under 
ground, or to any concealed place whatever, and theréfore is 
very improperly rendered HELL, in the English, or hélle, in 
the German language: much less had the word any relation to 
a punishment but what was visible, and as well known in Je- 
rusalem, as the penitentiary is in Philadelphia. 

The veevve of the New Testament is a corruption of two 
Hebrew words *3 a valley, and 037 Hinnom, the name of a per- 
son who was once the possessor of it. The word, therefore, 
signifies, literally, the valley of Hinnom; but had better be re- 
tained as a proper name of the place, as it is most commonly 
in the Latin’ of the Syriac, by ‘l'remellius; i. e. Gehenna. 
Keeping these things in view, there is no more difliculty in 
understanding the hells in the New ‘Testament, (for they are 
many) than there is in understanding the sheol of the Old. 
There are no less than three words rendered hell in the com- 
mon version of the New Testament, yeevve ‘adye, and 
taptaepas, the latter, (which is borrowed wholly from the Ro- 
man or Greek poets,) is used but barely once; 2 Pet. ii. 4; 
and is probably a quotation from some apocryphal work. It 
was supposed to be a dark pit in hades; in opposition to Elysium 
or Paradise.* As all these words are rendered hélic, in the 


* As a confirmation of all that we have written on this subject, if it were 
necessary to appeal to classical authors, the following may be given from 
sources which must be considered impartial ; as the authors, netwithstanding 
their candour constrained them to acknowledge these facts, all belheved in a 
future never ending hell, of some kind or other. 

‘¢Hert, In Hebrewseheol. ‘This word most commonly signifies the grave, 
or the place, or state of the dead.”——Cruden’s Concordance, art. fell. 

‘Adys. ** As to the word 6a nS, which occurs in eleven places in the 
New Testament, and is rendered hell in all, except one, where it is translated 
grave, it is quite common in classical writers, and frequently used by the se- 
venty, in the translation ofthe Old Testament. dn my judgment it ought never 
to be rendered ux1t, at least in the sense wherein that word is now universally 
understood by Christians. In the Old Testament, the corresponding word 1s 
sheol, which signifies the state of the dead in general, without regard to the 
goodness, or badness of the persons, their happiness or nusery. In translating 
that word, the 70 have almost always used ‘#275. The state of the dead is al- 
ways represented under those figures which suggest something dreadful,, dark 
and silent, about which the most prying eye, and listening car, can acquire no 
information. The term ‘adus is well adapted to express the idea. Lo this the 
word Hexx, in its primitive signification perfectly corresponded. Yor at first it 
denoted ONLY WHAT WAS SECRET OR CONCEALED.” 

Campbell on the Gospeis. Diss. vi. 
See also Adam Clurke’s Commentarits. 

Teevye. ** This word, in English always rendered hell, = pragghewien 
originally the name of a place near Jerusalem, the valley of Hunnoin, = re 
infants had been sacrificed by fire to Moloch, a place well known ene oy] 
bitants of that country.”—-Campbell, ibid. See also Europ. Mag. vol. 48, 179), 
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with it. But such consequences by no means follow tie pre- 
mises laid down. I should rather say, God permits his crea- 
tures to do just as they please with the powers which he hag 
given them, and with the instruction which they have receiy- 
ed; but then, they must abide all the consequences of their 
own doings. And all this is perfectly consistent with the will 
and purpose of God: because it is one part of his purpose that 
all men should reap the fruits of their own doings, whether 
good or bad. ‘This is as much the willand purpose of God as 
it was his purpose that man should have a free choice. Again, 
our Friend H., after all, supposes that the crucifixion of 
Christ might have been avoided, and the law fulfilled, and the 
outward covenant abolished, without it: yet he admits that all 
these things were ** foreseen”? by “¢ divine wisdom.” So, ac- 
cording to our Friend’s reasoning, what was not foreseen 
might have taken place, and what was actually foreseen by 
divine wisdom, might have been avoided! Such reasoning to 
my understanding, is altogether pucrile and _ inconclusive. 
Gur Friend speaks of “ a probation to man,” and during 
the time of this probationary scene ;” but as he has not explain- 
ed what he means by it, and as the scriptures are entirely si- 
Jent in regard to such a state, I shall make no remarks upon 
it. On the whole, and to conclude, I will briefly remark: 
Friend H. possesses some excellent ideas; and, with a mind 
a little more cultivated, [ have no doubt would be very useful 
asapreacher. ‘The freedom, however, with which he has ex- 
pressed his opinions seems to have raised a kind of spirit of 
persecution against him, among the Friends, for which I see 
no just cause; but, after all, his mind seems to be too much 
confused, and his language too obscure and indefinite, to be 
very uscful as a public teacher. His respectful age, and the 
good feelings of his heart, are prepossessing in his favour ; 
but nevertheless, to a mind desirous of instruction he leaves 
it too much in the dark. EDITOR. 
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THE BIBLE DOCTRINE CONCERNING HELL. 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 332.] 


In the New Testament. which was originally written in 
Greck, we find the word ‘zs, which answers to the Hebrew 
Sav, used but eleven times, and two of those are in passages 
quoted from the Old Testament. But we find another word, 
which in our common version is rendered hell, and in the Ger- 
inan, hélle, with as little reason as Sodom and Gomorrah 
might have been so rendered ; for the word has no relation to 
the general state of the dead, nor yet to the grave or sepulchre 
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of individuals ; for it was by no means a concealed place, but 
a place as well known in Jerusalem, as Golgotha, or the place 
ef sculls; and had no relation to any supposed place under 
ground, or to any concealed place whatever, and theréfore is 
very improperly rendered HELL, in the English, or holle, in 
the German language: much less had the word any relation to 
a punishment but what was visible, and as well known in Je- 
vusalem, as the penitentiary is in Philadelphia. 

The veevve of the New Testament is a corruption of two 
Hebrew words » a valley, and 037 Hinnom, the name of a per- 
son who was once the possessor of it. ‘The word, therefore, 
signifies, literally, the valley of Hinnom; but had better be re- 
tained as a proper name of the place, as it is most commonly 
in the Latin of the Syriac, by ‘T'remellius; i. e. Geheuna. 
Keeping these things in view, there is no more difliculty in 
understanding the hells in the New ‘Testament, (for they are 
many) than there is in understanding the sheol of the Old. 
There are no less than three words rendered hell in the com- 
mon version of the New ‘Testament, veevve ‘edye, and 
raptapws, the latter, (which is borrowed wholly from the Ro- 
man or Greek poets,) is used but barely once; 2 Pet. ii. 4; 
and is probably a quotation from some apocryphal work. It 
was supposed to be a dark pit in hades; in opposition to Elysium 
or Paradise.* As all these words are rendered holle, in the 


* As a confirmation of all that we have written on this subject, if it were 
necessary to appeal to classical authors, the following may be given from 
sources which must be considered impartial ; as the authors, netwithstanding 
their candour constrained them to acknowledge these facts, all believed in a 
future never ending hell, of some kind or other. 4 

‘*Hert, In Hebrew seheol. This word most commonly signifies the grave, 
or the place, or state of the dead.”—Cruden’s Concordance, art. Hell. 

‘Adys. ‘© Astothe word ‘eds, which occurs in eleven places in the 
New Testament, and is rendered hell in all, except one, where it is translated 
grave, it is quite common in classical writcrs, and frequently used by the se- 
venty, in the translation ofthe Old Testament. Jn my judgment it ought never 
to be rendered nett, at least in the sense wherein that word is now universally 
understood by Christians. In the Old Testament, the corresponding word is 
sheol, which signifies the state of the dead in general, without regard to the 
goodness, or badness of the persons, their happiness or misery. In translating 
that word, the 70 have almost always used ‘ans . The state of the dead is al- 
ways represented under those figures which suggest something dreadful, dark 
and silent, about which the most prying eye, and listening ear, can acquire no 
information. The term ‘dus is well adapted to express the idea. Tb this the 
word HELL, inits primitive signification perfectly corresponded. Yor at first it 
denoted ONLY WHAT WAS SECRET OR CONCEALED.” 

Campbell on the Gospets. Diss. vi. 
See also Adam Clarke's Commentaries. 

[eevye. ¢¢ This word, in English always rendered hell, is strictly, and 
originally the name of a place near Jerusalem, the valley of Hianom, where 
infants had been sacrificed by fire to Moloch, a place well known to the inha- 
bitants of that country.”—-Campbell, ibid. Sce also Europ. Mag. vol. 28, 1799, 
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yerman, as wéll as hell, in the English, we shall drop the 
German altogether in the following comparison. 

Mat. vy. 22. Shall be in danger of hell fire. Gr. eis ry) 
yeevay tov xvpos, to the Gehenna of fire, or to the Sire of the 
valley of Hinnom. L. of Tremellius, obnoxius est Gihanne 
ignis. L. of Montanus, obnoxius erit in gehennum ignis, 
F. Sera puni par la gehenne du feu. Ger. héllischen feuers 
of heil fire: literally of infernal fire. New translation. Shall 
be liable to the burning of Gehenna. 

——~— 29, should be cast into HELL. Gr.ets vervvay inty the 
valley of Hinnom. L. of T. in Gihannam, L. of M. in ge- 
hennam. F.dansla gehenne. N. t. into Gehenna. 

—— 50. same in all respects as ver. 29. 

—— x. 28 both soul and body in hell. Gr. cv yveevvn in the 
valley of Hinnom. L.of'T.inGihanna. I. of M. in gehenna. 
i’, dans le gehenne. N. t. in Gehenna, 

xi. 23. shall be brought down fo hell. Gr. ‘eas adov, 
to the place of the dead. L. of T. usque ad foveam deprimeris. 
L. of M. usque infernum dimitteris. F. seras abaissée jus- 
qu’en enfer, shail be debased even down to hell. N. t. shall be 
brought down to hades. 
Xvi. 18. and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. Gr. rvraetedov. L. of T. porte inferni. L. of M. porte 
infert. FE. les portes de l’enfer. N.t. gates of hades. ‘ This 
expression seems allusive te the form of the Jewish sepulchres, 
which were large subterraneous caves, with a narrow mouth or 
entrance, many of which are to be found in Judea to this day.” 
—Parkhurst. 
xviii. 9. the same in all respects as inv. 22. See above. 
xxiii. 15. ye make him two fold more a child of hell 
than yourselves. Gr, vier-yecyzs. L. of T. filium Gihanna. 
L. of M. filium gehenne. F. vous le rendez digne de la ge- 
henne deux fois plus que vous, ye render him two fold more 
worthy of Gehenna than yourselves, N. t. ye make him two- 
fold more a son of Gehenna than yourselves. 

—— 33. how can ye escape the damnation of hell? G. rvs 
zpecems tys yeevvns. LL. of T. judicio Gihanna? L. of M. ju- 

















page 15, where the real meaning of the original is pointed out, and the im- 
propriety of applying it toa place of future punishment is clearly proved. _ 

This definition of hell Milton has preserved in his Paradise Lost, Book i. line 
392. Dr. Adam Clarke’s definition of the term Gekenna corresponds precise- 
ly with this. See Commentary on Mat. v. 22. See also Cruden, art. Valley, 
in connexion with Tophet. See also Rees’ Cyclopedia. 

Tartarus. .‘* the hell of the ancient heathens was divided into two man- 
sions; the one called Elysium, on the right hand, pleasant and delightful, ap- 
pointed for the souls of good men; the other called J@rtarus, on the left, 2 
region of misery and torment appointed for the wicked. The latter only was 
hell, in the present restrained sense of the word.” Encyclopzdia. 

— Is not the orthodox Christian hel/, the Tartarus of the ancient hea- 
nen? 






































The Bible doctrine concerning hell. $45 


dicio gehenne ? F. Je jugement de la gehenne? N., t. the pu- 
nishment of Gehenna 2 

Mark ix. 43, 45, 47. to go into hell—to be cast into hell—to 
be cast into hell-fire. Gr. ver. 43 and 45 e:s tTav yeevav, Ver. 
47 the same as Mat. v. 22, except the words tov wupos are 
doubtful. L. of T. ver. 43, in Gihennah, 45 in gihannah, 47 
in gihannah ignis. L. of M. in gehannam. F. dans la gé- 
henne. ‘N.t. 43 and 45 into Gehenna; 47 into [the fire of 
Gehenea. 

Luke x. 15, the same as Mat. xi. 23, except in the Latin, 
which is, L. of T. usque ad infernum deprimeris. L. of M. 
usque ad infernum demergeris. 

Luke xil. 5. hath power to cast into hell. Gr. es ces 
yeevev. L. of T.in gihannah. L. of M. in gehannam. F. 
dans lagehenne. N. t. into Gehenna. 

xvi. 23. and in hell he lifted up his eyes. Gr. ev re 
«4 in the place of the dead. L. of T. in inferno. L. of M. 
the same. F.enenfer. N. t. in hades. 

Acts ii. 27, 31. thou wilt not leave my soul in helJ—his soul 
was not left in hell. Gr. ¢:5 x30. L. of T. insepulchro, L. 
of M.in inferno. F. dans le sepulcre. N. t. in hades. 

1 Cor. xv. 55. O grave where is thy victory. Gr. ‘e?s. 
L. of T. 6 sepulchrum. L. of M. inferi. F. sépulcre, N. t. 
O hades. 

James iii. 6. and it is set on fire of hell. Griwai drcyiComsyy 
omorys yeeving, L. of TI. ac ardebit etiam ipsa inigne. L. of 
M. et inflammata 4 gehenna. F. et ille est enflammée du feu de 
la gehenne. N. t. and it is set on fire of Gehenna. 

2 Pet. ii. 4. but cast them down to hell. Gr. Cogov raprapwras, 
L. of VT’. in tartarum detrusos. L. of M. in tartarum tradibit. 
F. dans Pabime. N. t. down to tartarus. 

Rev. i. 18. and have the keys of hell and of death. Gr. tov 
edov. L.of T.inferrorum. L. of M. inferni. F. l’enfer. 
N. t. of hades. 

vi. 8. and hell followed them. Gr. ¢ 2¢us. L. of TP. 
et Infernus sequebatur eam. L. of M. the same. F. et le se- 
pulcre le suivoit. .N. t. and Hades followed him. 

xx. 13, 14. and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them—and death and hell were cast into the lake 
of fire. Gr.é¢ eds. L. of T. and M. infernus. F. le se- 
pulcre. N. t. hades. Here we find an end to death and hades, 
they both being cast into the lake of fire, which is the second 
death. This perfectly corresponds with the testimony of the 
prophet and apostle. Compare Hos. xiii. 14, and 1 Cor. xv. 
55. Nowif the doctrine of an ever burning and never ending 
Hell, can be proved from the foregoing testimony, which we 
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German, as wéll as hell, in the English, we shall drop the 
German altogether in the following comparison. 

Mat. y. 22. Shall be in danger of hell fire. Gr. ers eyy 
yecvav tov xupos, to the Gehenna of fire, or to the fire of the 
valley of Hinnom. L. of Tremellius, obnoxius est Gihanae 
ignis. L. of Montanus, obnoxius erit in gehennum ignis. 
F. Sera puni par la gehenne du feu. Ger. héllischen feuers 
of hell fire: literally of infernal fire. New translation. Shall 
be liable to the burning of Gehenna. 

—— 29. should be cast into HELL, Gr.ess veevvay into the 
valley of Hinnom. L. of T. in Gihannam, L. of M. in ge- 
hennam. F.dansla gehenne. N. t. into Gehenna. 

50. same in all respects as ver. 29. 

—— x. 28 both soul and body in hell. Gr. cv yeevvn in the 
valley of Hinnom. L.of'T.inGihanna. 1. of M.in gehenna. 
I’. dans le gehenne. N. t. in Gehenna, 

—— xi. 23. shall be brought down fo hell. Gr. ‘ews adov, 

to the place of the dead. UL. of T. usque ad foveam deprimeris. 
L. of M. usque infernum dimitteris. F. seras abaissée jus- 
qu’en enfer, shail be debased even down fo hell. N. t. shall be 
brought down to hades. 
Xvi. 18. and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. Gr. rors tedov. L. of T, porte inferni. L. of M. portex 
inferi. F. les portes de ’enfer. N.t. gates of hades. ‘This 
expression seems allusive to the form of the Jewish sepulchres, 
which were large subterraneous caves, with a narrow mouth of 
entrance, many of which are to be found in Judea to this day.” 
—Parkhurst. 

——- xviii. 9. the same in all respects as inv. 22. See above. 
xxiii. 15. ye make him two fold more a child of hell 
than yourselves. Gr. viev-xesvuns. L. of T. filium Gihanna. 
L. of M. filium gehennz. F. vous le rendez digne de la ge- 
henne deux fois plus que vous, ye render him two fold more 
worthy of Gehenna than yourselves, N. t. ye make him two 
fold more a son of Gehenna than yourselves. : 

~—. $3. how can ye escape the damnation of hell? G. rn 
upecews tng yeevys. L. of I’. judicio Gihanna? L. of M. ju- 














page 15, where the real meaning of the original is pointed out, and the im- 
propriety of applying it toa place of future punishment is clearly proved. 

This definition of hell Milton has preserved in his Paradise Lost, Book i. line 
392. Dr. Adam Clarke’s definition of the term Gekenna corresponds precise- 
ly with this. See Commentary on Mat. v. 22. See also Cruden, art. Valley, 
in connexion with Tophet. See also Rees’ Cyclopedia. 

_ Tartarus. , “* The hell of the ancient heathens was divided into two man- 
sions; the one called Elysium, on the right hand, pleasant and delightful, ap- 
pointed for the souls of good men; the other called Tartarus, on the left, a 
region of misery and torment appointed for the wicked. The latter only was 
hell, in the present restrained sense of the word.” Encyclopzdia. 


— Is not the orthodox Christian hell, the Tartarus of the ancient hea- 
hen? 
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dicio gehenne ? F. le jugement de la gehenne? N. t. the pu- 
nishment of Gechenna 2 

Mark ix. 43, 45, 47. to go into hell—to be cast into hell—to 
be cast into hell-fire. Gr. ver. 43 and 45 e:s tay yeevav, Ver. 
47 the same as Mat. v. 22, except the words tov wupos are 
doubtful. L. of 'T. ver. 43, in Gihennah, 45 in gihannah, 47 
in gihannah ignis. L. of M. in gehannam. F. dans la gé- 
henne. ‘N.t. 43 and 45 into Gehenna; 47 into [the fire of] 
Gehenea. 

Luke x. 15, the same as Mat. xi. 23, except in the Latin, 
which is, L. of T. usque ad infernum deprimeris. L. of M. 
usque ad infernum demergeris. 

Luke xii. 5. hath power to cast into hell. Gr. ers coe 
yeeveve L. of T.in gihannah. L. of M. in gehannam. F. 
dans lagehenne. N. t. into Gehenna. 

xvi. 23. and in hell he lifted up his eyes. Gr. ev rea 
«04 in the place of the dead. L. of T. ininferno. L. of M. 
the same. F.enenfer. N. t. in hades. 

Acts ii. 27, 31. thou wilt not leave my soul in Aell—his soul 
was not left in hell. Gr. ¢:5 230. L. of T. in sepulchro. L. 
of M.in inferno. F. dans le sepulcre. N. t. in hades. 

1 Cor. xv. 55. O grave where is thy victory. Gr. ‘e@s. 
L. of T. 6.sepulchrum. L. of M. inferi. F. sépulcre, N. t. 
O hades. ‘ 

James iii. 6. and it is set on fire of hell. Griwa:i OrcyiCousyy 
dmorns yeevins. L. of T. ac ardebit etiam ipsa inigne. L. of 
M. et inflammata a gehenna. F. et ille est enflammée du feu de 
lagehenne. N. t. and it is set on fire of Gehenna. 

2 Pet. ii. 4. but cast them downto hell. Gr. Codov rapraparas. 
L. of T. in tartarum detrusos. L. of M. in tartarum tradibit. 
F. dans Pabime. N. t. down to tartarus. 

Rev. i. 18. and have the keys of hell and of death. Gr. rev 
adov. L.of T.inferrorum. L. of M. inferni. F. l’enfer. 
N. t. of hades. 

vi. 8. and hell followed them. Gr. 6 zgvs. UL. of T. 
et Infernus scquebatur eam. L. of M. the same. F. et le se- 
pulcre le suivoit. .N. t. and Hades followed him. 

xx. 13, 14. and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them—and death and hell were cast into the lake 
of fire. Gr.¢ edxs. L. of T. and M. infernus. F. le se- 
pulcre. N. t. hades. Here we find an end to death and hades, 
they both being cast into the lake of fire, which is the second 
death. This perfectly corresponds with the testimony of the 
prophet and apostle. Compare Hos. xiii. 14, and 1 Cor. xv. 
55. Nowif the doctrine of an ever burning and never ending 
Hell, can be proved from the foregoing testimony, which we 
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have selected from the Old and New Testament, then it can 


be proven from the Bible, otherwise not. 
( Concluded in our next._) 





bs a - 





A NOVEL CREED, INTENDED FOR QUAKERS, BUT HONORABLY 
REJECTED BY THEM. 


One would have thought that the Christian world, of all 
sects and denominations, had become too well informed, for 
any few designing men to attempt to make and palm a CREED 
upon a whole body of Christians, almost without their know- 
ledge or consent; but if our information be correct, (and we 
have it from one of the Society who was present at the general 
meeting of Friends,) the way in which the Essay of a creed 
(from which we have made the following extracts) was got up, 
and attempted to be carried in the general meeting, falls but lit- 
tle short of the manner of making creeds in the third and fourth 
centuries. ‘Fo the credit, however, of the society, the attempt 
did not succeed. Leaving, therefore, the manner of their pro- 
ceedings, for the Friends to adjust and settle as they can, we 
shall attend only to the matter of this novel creed, that 
alone being the subject with which we have any concern: for 
if the creed be true, all are equally interested in its truth; but 
id it be false, there is no good reason why any one should ‘be- 
lieve it. 

The Essay of a creed, from which the following extracts 
were taken, was adopted, and printed by “ the meeting of 
sufferings,’ the representatives of the body of the yearly meet- 
ing of Pennsylvania, New-Jersey and the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, and copied on their minutes, which are annually 
read in that yearly meeting for its approbation. But so much 
disapprobation was expressed with it, that the pamphlet was 
ordered ‘* not to be published.’”? Hence the work was sup- 
pressed ; but this cannot make it any less true, or any more 
false; and as it was evidently drawn up by some of the lead- 
ing members of the Society, it is a proper subject for animad- 
version. A few copies were put into circulation, by some 
means or other, before the meeting; and all attempts to buy 
them up since, for the purpose of suppressing them, (although 
we have understood that the sum of five dollars has been offered 
for a single copy) have proved ineffectual. But we will keep 
the reader no longer in suspense in regard to this singular 
production: which contaiys some truth; but more error; and 
most of all, that which cdnveys no definite idea whatever ! 
After the preamble, which contains nothing very exception- 
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able, and an expression of a firm belief in the scriptures, which, 
so far, is certainly very good, it adds: 


“ but they are not and cannot be subjected to the fallen corrupt 
reason of mah.” 


Now, what is meant by “ fallen corrupt reason?” Is not 
the reason of man as good now as it ever was 2—and did not 
God address this reason, when he said, ** Come now, let us 
REASON together, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool?” Isa. i. 18. Here God calls 
upon sinners, whose sins were of the deepest die, to use their 
reason; and on what subject can they exercise it better than 
in gaining a correct understanding of the scriptures? But 
only make mankind believe that their reason is so fallen, so 
depraved, that they are incapable of understanding the scrip- 
tures without supernatural aid, and you have the hook com- 
pletely in their nose, and thev can be led obsequiously at your 
will. It is impossible to corrupt reason, or that reason should 
be corrupted ; for although mankind may exercise a great de- 
gree of foolishness, and call it reason, yet reason, to be reason, 
must act rationally; and when actions are incorrect, it is not 
reason that acts, but something else. If, therefore, this creed 
means, that the scriptures cannot be understood by the ‘* rea- 
son of man,” in his present state, it either means that which 
is false, or else it charges God with folly, in giving man a 
guide, and calling upon him to exercise his reason in under- 
standing it, when he knew that this guide was not * subject to 
reason!”? But the creed says, 


« We have always asserted our willingness that all our doctrines 
be tried by them, (i. e. the scriptures) and admit it as a positive 
maxim, that whatever any do, pretending to the spirit, which is 
contrary to the scriptures, be accounted and judged as a delusion of 
the Devil.” 


But how is a common man to know when doctrines are 
agreeable to the scriptures or not? his reason is no guide to 
him: he must therefore sit in silence, and hear what spiritual 
men say on tlie subject, and take it for granted that what they 
say is true! It will be readily perceived, however, that, upon 
this principle, the scriptures are of no use to any, except to 
those who are spiritual; and if these receive direct communi- 
cations from God, it seems that the scriptures might be dis- 
pensed with altogether. But the creed continues ; 


“ We receive and believe in the testimony of the scripture sim- 
ly as it stands in the text, ‘ There are three that bear record in 
Pes the Father, the Word and Holy Ghost, and these three are 
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_It is presumed thatthe framers of this creed were not aware 
that the above text, on which they have laid so much stress, 
and the only one which they have quoted correctly, (and the on- 
ly one, except one, which they have inserted, as a quotation from 


“scripture,) is a mere spurious interpolation, which is not to be 
«? found in any Greek manuscript of the New Testament written 


earlier than the fifteenth century. If they had known this cir- 
cumstance, they would not have attached so much importance 
to this text: but this is a truth, which is acknowledged by the 
most learned, even among the Trinitarians. It is also pre- 
sumed that the makers of this creed were ignorant of the 
meaning of the text itself, even admitting its authority; for it 
no more proves that the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost 
are one being, than it is proved that Paul and Apollos are one 
being; (1 Cor. iii. 8.) and any person who has the least know- 
ledge of Greek must know this at the first sight ef the text : 
‘¥ e471 are one; the é» one is neuter, and therefore cannot agree 
With 0 rarnp the Father, neither with ¢ Aoves the Word, both 
of which are masculine: but wherever we read of one God, or 
one Lord, in the scriptures, the numerical adjective is invaria- 
bly masculine, ** God eis eersv is one”? Gal. iii. 20. Bis S205 
one God, and cis werirns one mediator, &c. 1 Tim. ii. 5. E%s 
xvpsos one Lord, mse wictis one faith, tv Bawricua one bap- 
tism. Eph. iv. 5. In this last text all three of the genders 
are used. The meaning of the text, therefore, let it be writteu 
by whom it may, is nothing less nor more than this, the three 
who bear witness in heaven are onE in testimony ; as it is 
stated, ver. 8, “ these three agrce ess ro ev in the one; i.e. in 
one and the same testimony. Let the text, therefore, be thus 
explained, which is undoubtedly its true meaning, and it con- 
tains no more than that to which any one can subscribe with- 
out agreeing to an absurdity. But again, 


* We believe in the only wise and omnipotent and everlasting God, 
the Creator of all things in heaven and in earth, and the preserver 
ef all things be hath made, who is God over all blessed forever. The 
infinite and: most wise God, who is the foundation and spring of all 
operations, hath wrought all things by his Eternal Word and Son ; 
that is that Word which was in the beginning with God, was God, 
by whom all things were made, and witheut whom was not any 
thing made that was made.” 


‘Eternal Word and Son.” This is what is called believ- 
ing ‘in the testimony of the scriptures simply as it stands in 
the text.” But where*do we read in the scriptures of an eternal 
Son? The ideais totally absurd! A son must be begotten and 
born (or else created as Adam was) before he can be a Sons 
wunl to call such a being an eternal being, is an absurdity ! 





A Novel Creed. $49 


But the creed (after a few statements to which we do not ob- 
ject) continues ; 





“ hence he (Christ) is the only mediator between God and 
man, for having been with God from all eternity, being himself 
God, and also in-time partaking of the nature of man, through him 
was the Goodness and love of God conveyed to mankiad and by 
him again man partaketh and receiveth his mercy.” 





“‘ having been with God from all eternity.” Here the 
words of John, “ from the beginning.”” which may mean the 
beginning of the gospel dispensation, but at most can mean no 
more than the beginning of creation, these creed-makers have 
changed into their own words, “ from alleternity.” But any 
thing that was with God “ from all eternity,’ must be as eter- 
nal as God; yet, nevertheless, it could not be thai God with 
whom it (the word) was, and therefore, if this be God, as 
well as that, it makes out two Gods as clearly as two and two 
make four! Passing on in the creed, we notice the following : 


——* God is willing to be reconciled to us and ready to remit 
sins that are past if we repent.” 


Astonishing! How can God, who changeth not, be willing 
to be otherwise than what he is? And how can vain man sup- 
pose that any thing which he can do may produce a reconcili- 
ation in God? If God be willing to be reconciled, is he not 
equally willing to effect that which will make him so? The 
scriptures do not testify of any unreconciliation in the mind of 
God; but God * was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself,” &c. 2 Cor. v. 19; not saying that he is willing to be 
reconciled to the world; because this would imply that he is 
changeable as well as man. ‘That God forgiveth sins, on re- 
pentance, we readily admit: but if he forgiveth sin on repent- 
ance, now, as le always did, why should it be supposed that 
he doth this for the sake, or on the account of something else 
which he has received as a satisfaction in the room and stead 
of that punishment which the sinner is supposed to have de- 
served? God always did, and always will forgive the truly 
penitent, merely because * he delighteth in mercy.” But the 
creed continues, 


“he (Christ) is the word of faith and a quickening spirit in 
us, whereby he is the immediate cause and author of our living 
faith in his name and power, and of the work of our salvation from 
sin and the bondage of corruption.” 


This, unless they mean to speak of Christ figuratively, 
meaning thereby the doctrine of Christ, is wholly unintelligi- 
ble; but if this be their meaning why did they not use lan- 
guage more definite, and less liable to be misconstrued ? One 
ereat object in having a creed, is, in having something plain 
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and explicit, and easy to be understood, in and through which 
professing Christians may unite in a kind of spiritual and hea- 
venly union. But as we have begun to dive into the hidden 
mystery of something we profess not to understand, so we must 
proceed ; 


——* The Son of God cannot be divided from the least or lowest 
appearance of his divine light or life in us, any more than the sun 
from his own light, nor is the sufficiency of his light within set up 
or mentioned in opposition to him, or his fullness considered as 
within himself or without us; ner can any measure or degree of 
light received from Christ be properly called the fullness of Christ 
or Christ in fuliness, nor exclude him from being our cumplete Sa- 
viour,” &e. | 

All this, to men of common sense, is unintelligible lan- 
guages; of which there was more of the like nature which we 
did not think it expedient to quote. The above will suffice as 
aspecimen. Is it meant to be understood that there is any 
thing of this divine light or life’ of * the Son of God,” in 
every person? If so, it makes the salvation of all as secure as 
that 6f “ the Son of God,” because he ** cannot be divided” 
from it, (and of course they cannot be divided from him,) “ any 
more than the sun [can be divided] from his own light.”?, But 
if it be meant that “ the least and lowest of appearance of his 
divine light or life in us,” is something supernatural, which 
none but the power of God can produce, and none but the 
goodness of God can give, and that this is given to some while 
it is withheld from others; then here is clearly perceived all 
the horrid partiality of Calvinism, veiled indeed in the mystery 
of Quakerism! But the words are so couched, and it appears 
not without design, that they will admit, not only either of the 
above constructions, but, that of Arminianism! Wonderful 
creed! to which, men of such opposing sentiments might, per- 
haps subscribe, without violating their consciences; because 
each could give it a construction to suit himself!!! 

Speaking of believing unto justification, the creed says, 





“but the way to come to that faith is to receive and obey 
the manifestation of his divine light, and grace, in the conscience, 
which leads men to believe and value, and not to disown and un- 
dervalue Christ as the common sacrifice and mediation. For we do 
aflirm that to follow his holy light in the conscience, and to turn our 
minds, and bring all our (thoughts)* deeds and thoughts so it is the 
readiest way, the only right way to have a true living sanctifying 
faith in Christ as he appeared in the flesh, and to discern the Lord’s 
body and coming and suffering aright, and to receive any real bene- 

* We suspect here some error in copying ; and the quoted text of scripture 
is mutilated. 1 Johni.7. Since writing the above, we have seen another 


copy, in which the word (thoughts) is omitted, and in which the text, 1 John i. 
‘, is quoted correctly. 
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4 Novel Creed. 851 
nefit by him, as our only sacrifice and mediation according to the 
beloved disciple’s emphatic testimony, ‘ If we walk in the light ae 
he (God) is in the light, we bave fellowship one with another and 
the blood of Christ cleanses from all sin’? By the propitiatory sa- 
crifice of Christ without us, we, truly repenting and believing by the 
mercy of God, justified from all imputation of sin and transgressions 
that are past, as though they never had been committed; and by the 
mighty work of Christ within us, the power, nature and habits of sin 
are destroyed, that as sin once reigned unto death, so now grace 
reigneth through righteousness unto eternal life by Clivist Jesus our 
Lord. Signed on behalf of the meeting. 


J. E. Clerk.” 


We have given the above entire, as we could not well break 
in upon it; the meaning, if it have any, is above our compre- 
hension. ‘lo our understanding, faith is produced by evi- 
dence, not by obedience; and obedience may be the fruit of 
faith. What is meant by the “ common sacrifice ?—and what 
was effected by it? What is meant by “ the propitiatory sa- 
crifice of Christ without us?’’—and what connexion hath that 
with ** the mighty work of Christ within us ?—what is this 
mighty work? What sins have been imputed to us, more than 
what we have personally committed? What proportion of the 
mighty work here spoken of belongs to our “ truely repenting 
and believing ?””—what to the sacrifice of Christ without us?” 
—and what to “ the mercy of God?’ For it seems that, ac- 
cording to the above creed, all have something te do in the 
case; and how is any one to know or understand what is to be 
performed by himself, what has been done for him by Christ, 
or for what must he depend wholly on the mercy of God? Is 
it at all to be wondered at that the younger part of the society, 
whose minds are yet open and free to judge for themselves 
what is rational, were almost to an individual disposed to re- 
ject this creed? But it has taught them a good lesson, and we 
hope that old as well as young will profit by it. It will teach 
those whose minds are not fully established, not to place such 
implicit confidence in the supposed guidance of the spirit in 
their spiritual leaders, as they have heretofore done. For if 
they have the spirit of God to direct them, they certainly stood 
in the most need of it when they were framing a creed, which 
was designed to give a proper direction to the minds of all the 
society, particularly to the young people. But will any one 
believe that the above creed was ever dictated by the spirit of 
God? If so, the medium of communication was certainly an 
unfortunate one; for much of it either has no meaning at all, 
or else its meaning cannot be understood from the words used 
to express it. Let Friends, (a dozen of tiem or 50, to try the 
experunent) undertake to answer the questions we have pro- 
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posed, and let them all agree to answer them according to | 


their understanding of the creed, and see how many, or how 
few, will answer them alike. And if they cannot agree them- 
selves what it means, how could it have been any guide to 
others? It is doubted whether the framers of this creed, 
themselves, (for it is supposed there must have been more than 
one,) would agree in all points relative to the questions we 
have proposed. We congratulate the young Friends on their 
success in checking in the bud, an attempt (as we conceive it 
to be) to lord it ever their faith, so as not to let them judge 
for themselves in matters of religion, or at least, not to be 
permitted to express their judgment, unless their opinion 
should coincide with that oftheir spiritual guides. It is ma- 
nifest, to all who are acquainted with circumstances and facts, 
that this creed was designed to have a particular bearing 
on an individual, whose boldness and independence of mind 
has occasioned, of late, some considerable excitement among 
Iriends; but the veil was too thin, and the more liberal mind- 
ed discovered the fetters which were to bind down the mind, 
and prevent free inquiry, before the rivets were wholly fasten- 
ed upon them. We sincerely hope that this will be a good 
Jesson to all creed-makers in future. We can assure the 
Frien:is that we mean them no harm, nor even disrespect, but 
verily a kindness, by the liberty we have taken. | We shall not 
naine the person who loaned us the copy, but presume that he 
was not aware that we should make extracts from it, much 
less publish them; if therefore we have committed an error in 
this respect, it is all our own, and no fault of his. 








EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Mrs. Maria Townsend has lately been excommunicated in 
the City of New-York, for a disbelief of the endless misery of 
some of mankind. The following are her letter to Dr. Spring, 
and the proceedings of the Church, in relation to her excom- 
munication. 


New-York, January 31, 1822. 
Rrv. Dr. SpPrine, 

Sir,—Some time has elapsed since our last meeting, which 
took place at your house, upon the subject of my differing in 
faith, upon some points of doctrine, from the church of which L 
had long been a member. Since that period, I have searched 
the scriptures with prayerful attention, I hope, with an eye 
single to the glory of God, and I think I feel rather convinced 
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of the truth than fallacy of the doctrine I at that time advo- 
cated. I am well aware that as I am not allied by faith, it is 
not proper for me to remain longer a member of the church 
over which you preside; and if consistent, would solicit a dis- 
mission, rather than submit to a public trial, (which E am in- 
formed is expected to take place) and hope my name may be 
withdrawn, without giving offence, in love. 

Although we now differ in some points, we are assured the 
time is coming, when all shall be taught of God, whom to 
know is eternal life; when that glorious period arrives, we 
shall confess One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One God 
and Father of all. My mind has at times been painfully ex- 
ercised on the reflection of being denied fellowship, and com- 
munion with the church, at a time when my heart was more 
than ever filled with love and gratitude to my Creator, for the 
manifestation of his love to man, and I anticipated much plea- 
sure in commemorating that love, which led the Father to send 
his Sen to be the Saviour of the world. 

Although I was not personally acquainted with any of the 
members, still I felt an attachment for them as Brethren: but 
in the midst of these trials, the Lord has graciously supported 
me. Qn opening his Word of Truth, he has enabled me to 
feed by faith upon the bread of life; he has pointed me to the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world; on him 
I cast my care, for I know that he careth for me. I lately 
heard you preach a sermon on the atonement, the most of 
which was truly consoling. Your reasoning and proofs upon 
its extents and fulness, were unanswerable; but when you en- 
deavoured to show its limited application, [ could not recon- 
cile it with many scriptural declarations—such as, ‘* he is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for owrs ouly, but for the sins 
of the whole world. Therefore we both labour and suffer re- 
proach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, (as well as) especially of them that believe. For 
this is good anc acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved, and to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
self a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. For the ear- 
nest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation 
of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to va- 
nity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected 
the same in hope—because tlie creature itself also shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liber- 
ty of the children of God. For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth [or every creature] and travaileth in pain 
together until now; and not only they, but ourselves also, 
Vor. I. Ww 
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which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, [believers] even we 
eurselves, groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body.” - 

These, and many other declarations, I think, go farto show, 
that the atonement will prove efficacious to all for whom it 
was intended; and that the purpose for which the Saviour 
came, will be accomplished. He says, ‘ I came not to judge 
the world, but to save the world.”” That he came to * seek 
and to save that which was lost;”? and that he finished the 
work his Father gave him to do. The apostle tells us, that 
‘if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
the death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life.’ That ‘ there is no other name given un- 
der heaven, whereby we must be saved, but the name of Jesus. 
Thou shalt call his name Jesus, because he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins.”” Are we not all his people by creation and 
redemption? [though not by faith.} ‘ Thy people shall be 
willing in the day of thy power. Thou has given him power 
over all flesh, that he should give eternal. life to as many as 
thou hast given him. The heathen thine mheritance, and the 
uttermost part of the earth thy possession.”” ‘The Psalmist, 
when exhorting all the earth to praise the Lord, says, “« Weare 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. He is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works.” Paul declares, ‘* We 
are also his offspring.” The apostle tells us, that ‘as by the 
offence of one, judgment came upon all men unto condemna- 
tion; even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. As in Adam all die, 
even so, in Christ shall ali be made alive.” It appears from 
these passages, thatthe free gift is as extensive as the offence. 
We read, “ The grace of God which bringeth salvation to all 
men hath appeared, [but not yet to all men] teaching us, that 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present world.” 

The question naturally arises, why are some brought to a 
knowledge of the truth, whilst others are left to their own 
blindness, and hardness of heart? Our Saviour was asked by 
his disciples why he taught in parables; he replied, «* Unto 
you it is given te xnew the mysteries of the kingdom of 
Heaven, but to them it is not,’’ &c.—** Even so Father, for so 
it seemeth good in thy sight,”’ &c.—** As it is written, Behold, 
[ lay in Sion a stumbling stone and rock of offence,” &c. But, 
‘“‘ have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid.” [1 


think Romans xi. throws a great light on the subject.} “For 


God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy on all.”? Well might the apostle break out in this rap- 
turous exclamation, “O! the depth of the riches beth of the. 
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wisdom and knowledge of God ; how'unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!” Under these conside- 
rations he says, ‘I beseech you, therefore, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to God, which is yovr reasonable service.”’ ‘The 
apostle to the Ephesians says, ‘‘ Having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure, which 
he hath purposed in himself; that in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he might gather together in one, all things: in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
even in him ; in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him whe 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will; that we 
should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ: 
in whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, after that ye be- 
lieved, ye were sealed with that holy spirit of promise, which 
is the earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 

It appears that the mystery of God’s will, is, that he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, &c.—He says, 
«‘ After that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sal- 
vation, ye believed.” The gospel of their salvation, was a 
truth as much before, as after they believed it; otherwise, 
faith creates the object of our belief. The record that God 
has given of his Son, is, that in him * we have eternal life ;”’ 
[this is a truth,] if we believe it not, we make God a liar. 
1 John v. 11. So long as we disbelieve this truth, we are ina 
state of condemnation; being ignorant of the things that make 
for our peace, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the world: and we suffer 
the misery consequent upon unbelief. ** If we believe not, yet 
he abideth faithful.’ What if some did not believe? shall their 
unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid, yea. 
Jet God be true, but every man a liar :—no man can say that 
Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost :—when the Spirit takes 
of the things of Jesus, and shows them unto us, we shall be- 
lieve his testimony. We cannot love the character of God 
until we know him. “ He who loveth not, knoweth not God, 
for Gop 1s LovE. Herein is love, not that we love God, but 
that he loved us. There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear, because fear hath torment. We love him be- 
cause he first loved us.” Thus it appears to me. We read, 
‘¢ Thou has put all things in subjection under his feet. But 
now, we see not all things yet put under him; but we sce 
Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that he, bs 
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the grace of God, should taste death for every man. For as 
much then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same ; that through death 
he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is the 
devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their life-time subject to bondage.”—It appears, those spoken 
of as being all their life-*ime subject to bondage through fear 
of death, were unbelievers; yet. Christ came to deliver them. 

I am taught that, “* by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be 
justified.” That ** had there been a law which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 
We are saved by grace through faith, and that not of our- 
selves, it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” ‘That ‘* Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us. When we all 
like sheep had gone astray, the “ Lord laid upon him the 
iniquity of us al}. That he suffered, the just for the unjust. 
His soul was made an offering for sin. He was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for our justification.” 
Therefore, ‘ being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him.’’—[The knowledge of these 
facts gives us peace; or by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.}| If I know my own heart, 
upon this foundation rests my hope—the sufferings, death, and 
resurrection of the Redeemer. ‘ Even the righteousness of 
God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon all 
them that believe; for there is no difference ; for all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God hath sent forth, to be a propitiation, through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness, for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. 
Where is boasting then? What God hath cleansed, call not 
thou common” or unclean. Under a realizing sense of these 
truths, I am ccnstrained to say, with Peter, “ For as much 
then as, Ged hath given unto them [the world, ] the like gifts as 
he has unio us who believe on the Lord, what am I, that 
[ should withstand God? Who hath made me to differ from 
those that see not the things that make for their peace ?” 

{ know not that it is necessary to say more. What I have 
written appears to me to be the truth. When I hear the resit- 
tution of all things spoken of by all God’s holy prophets, [ Acts 
iii. 21,] and the declaration of Jehovah to Abraham, saying, 
‘* In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ;”’ and 
again, ** I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me 
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every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear, surcly shall 
say, in the Lord have I righteousness and strength, to him 
shall come,” &c. I am fully persuaded he is able to perform 
what he has promised, and that he will do all his pleasure. We 
are told, “ The last enemy shall be destroyed, Death. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying, Deathis swallowed up in victory. he Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces. O death, where 
is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory?—The sting of 
death is sin, but thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

How can I reconcile these consoling declarations with the 
doctrine of endless misery! If these sentiments be erroneous, 
my wnderstanding must be convinced before I can renounce 
them. I have endeavored to give a reason of the hope that is 
in me, I trust with meekness and fear. M. t. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a citation to 
appear before the Session on Monday, the 11th instant, which 
{ decline doing, as I have written all I have to say, presuming 
this will be laid before the Session. 


Mew-York, February 1, 1822. 
Mrs. Maria TownsEnpn, 

Dear Madam,—It has become our painful duty, as a Coin- 
mittee appointed by the Session of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church, to eite you, and we do hereby cite you, to appear be- 
fore the Session of said Church, on Monday, the 11th instant, 
at four o’clock, P. M. in the Session room of said Church, to 


answer to the charge of Persevering disbelief of the Doctrine of 


the Everlasting punishment of the wicked. 
The testimony to prove the charge, is your own confession. 
Affectionately yours, 
Signed, H. W. BULKLEY, 
STEPHEN LOCKWOOD, 


Commitice. 


y 


New-York, February 16, 1822. 
Mrs. Marta TownseEenpn, 

Madam,—I am directed by the Session of the Brick Pres- 
byterian Church, to transmit to you the following extract from 
their minutes. | 
At «a meeting of the Session of the Brick Presbyterian Church, 

Monday, February. 4, 1822. _ 

The moderator laid before the Session a written communt- 
cation from Mrs. Maria Townsend, dated Jan. 51, 1522, in 
which she attempted to defend the error she has embraced ; 
acknowledged the receipt of the citation, but declining to ap- 
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pear personally before the Session, observing that in this com- 
munication she had expressed to the Session all that she had 
tosay. Whereupon, 

Resolved, 'That Mrs. 'Townsend be, and hereby is, suspend- 
ed from the sealing ordinances of this Church. 

Resolved, That the case of Mrs. Townsend be referred te 
the Presbytery of New-York, for their advice. 

I am, madam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Signed, H. W. BULKLEY, 
Clerk of Session, of B. P. Church, N. ¥. 
New-Vork, June 29, 1822. 
Mrs. Marra TownsEnD, 

Madam,—It has become my duty to transmit to you, the 
following extract from the minutes of the Session of the Brick 
Presbyterian Church in Beekman-street. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Signed, H. W. BULKLEY, Clerk of Session. 


At a meeting of the Session of the Brick Church, Beekman-street, 
held in Session Room, Friday, June 28, 1822. 


The Committee in the case of Mrs. Maria Townsend, re- 
ported, That they had called on Mrs. T. and made a last ef- 
fort to convince her of her error, and they regret to say, that 
their efforts were without any salutary effect. 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommunicated from 
this Church, and that the first public annunciation of this sen- 
tence be made the ensuing Lord’s day. 

Ordered, That the following minutes be made in the above 
case. | 

Whereas Maria Townsend hath been, by sufficient proof, 
convicted of persevering disbelief of the doctrine of the ever- 
lasting punishment of the wicked, and after much admonition 
and prayer, obstinately refused to hear the Church, and hath 
manifested no evidence of repentance, therefore, in the name, 
and’ by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, this Session 
pronounce her to be excluded from the communion of the 
Church. 

Ordered, That the Clerk furnish Mrs. Townsend with a 
copy of the above proceedings in her case. 

Memorandum taken by a friend of Mrs. Townsend. 

The annunciation threatened in a letter of 29th June, was 
made the day following, [Sunday] by Dr. Spring, from the 
pulpit, as near as my recollection serves me, in the following 
words 
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“* It has become my painful duty, to announce that Mrs. 
Maria Townsend, a member of this church, has for two years 
past, persevered in denying the doctrine of the everlasting 
punishment of the wicked, and has presented her children for 
dedication, at the place of pretended worship, where the doc- : 
trine is taught that the wicked will be saved as well as the es 
righteous.”’ oT. 









































The following is from the National Advocate, of May 9th. ps 
EXCOMMUNICATION. Bi 


Among the publications of the day, a pamphlet has appear- 
ed, entitled “* Excommunication of Mrs. Maria Townsend 
from the communion of the Brick Presbyterian Church in | 
Beekman-street, for persevering disbelief of the doctrine of } 
everlasting punishment of the wicked, &c.” Our curiosity | 
and surprise were excited, not that any person should disbe- | 
lieve in a doctrine contrary to reason, contrary to Scripture, be ; 
and contrary to the merciful character of the Almighty, but ' 
that in a country where reason is free, and opinions protected 
by law, any person should be excommunicated for a free ex- 
pression of this belief. Indeed the word excommunicated 
itself startled us.—We had read something of it in the laws 
of the Visigoths, Chindasiunda, and Recessuinda. At the pe- 
riod of the second crusade, under Louis the Young, and under 
Philip the “air, some frightful edicts were published. Under 
that famous inquisitor, ‘Torquemedas, those who escaped the 
rack and the stake, were only mercifully excommunicated, and 
their property confiscated.—The Sovereign Pontiff exercises 
the privilege of excommunication, but this was more a politi- 
cal than a religious right, as most of the Christian Kings 
were under the control of the Pope; it is a power the most de- 
licate, the most awful, because it reaches the soul, not the bo- 
dy; it effects the eternal, not the temporal felicity of men.— 1) 
Judge then of our surprise, that in this country, in this city, | 
in this century, in the broad blaze of tolerance, reason, and ; 
philosophy, where the Almighty has enlightened, has spared, : 
has protected; a woman is driven from his Holy presence by : 
a minister, because she doubted whether the wicked (and 
we are all wicked in thought or action) were everlastingly 
punished. if 
It appears that this lady had reflected seriously on the sub- 
ject, and had addressed a pious letier to her pastor, Dr. Spring, 
a most worthy man, in which she gave copious extracts from 
the Old and New Testaments, calculated to disprove the doc- 
trine so zealously maintained in that church, that there was no 
hope, no salvation, for the wicked. The trustees cited her to 
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appear before them to explair or renounce her heresy, but as 
she had fully explained her opinions and convictions.in her let- 
ter, she declined appearing, and begged permission tranquilly 
to retire from the church im all humility and lave; it being un- 
derstood that she had joined, or was about to join, the Univer- 
salist Church, the doctrines of which appeared’ to her more in 
consonance with reason, and the merciful and forgiving cha- 

‘acter of God. She should have been tranquilly permitted to 
retire; because she had not abandoned her faith; she had not 
apostatized from her religion; her language is devout and pi- 
ous ; her principles are orthodox ; but she reasoned and doubt- 
ed the force of some polemical points, and she entered another 
sanctuary, and worshipped before another altar, and it is said 
in Scripture, ‘‘ Wherever three persons are assembled in. my 
name, saith the Lord, there will I also be. 

A committee from the Brick Meeting waited upon her; en- 
deavoured to ‘convince her of her error ;”’ endeavoured to sa- 
tisfy her that God could not pardon a repentant sinner, and 
that the wicked must be everlastingly damned. She remain-+ 
ed firm and unyielding, defended the dignity, the mercy, and 
the loving kindness of ‘the Great J chovah, and they left her to 
her fate. 

[Here follows the proceedings of the church, above insert- 
ed. | 

‘The above shows how far the power of the church would ex- 
tend were it not shackled by law and restricted by public opi- 
nion. It proves something more—it proves that the doctrines 
of Christianity are not under tood and practised in that church 
because in the decree’ of excommunication which was intended 
to drive this female from hope and eternity, another Christian 
church is denounced as pretenders, because hope and salvation 
are held out to the penitent sinner in that church. 

We heard a zealous churchman complain that the Unita- 
rians were spreading themselves over this country in for- 
midable numbers, and were gradually sapping the foundation 
of the Christian Religion. If such is God’s intention, man 
cannot prevent it, but we would ask if measures like the fore- 
going will not drive persons to any church rather than to one 
So unsocial and unnatural in its doctrines, so p wiagent and in- 
tolerant in its measures ? 

Politics and religion have been considered as mole subjects, 
and an aftinity has been drawn between them; they are essen- 
tially different; we denounce a politician when he deserts his 
principles or his party, because man must be bound by some 
rules in the social:compact; but who shall dare in the name of 
the Most High to banish his brother from the Throne of Grace 
and Mercy? Ww ho shall presume to say in the name of the Lord 
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God, come not in the presence of thy maker—fly to the desert 
—Jlook not on the face of God, for thou art cursed as an in- 
fidel and unbeliever. 

We deeply regret to hear such doctrines bruached, to sec 
such power exercised; it is foreign from true religion, it is 
foreign from universal charity and good will towards man; 
an awful responsibility rests on him who drives any person 
from the altar, any supplicant from the throne of mercy. 














FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 


To THE Epirors. 

Gentletaen,—At the risk of being classed among the “ inr1- 
DELS,” where certain mild, gentle, considerate professors of 
Christianity have placed you, I must beg permission to offer a 
few remarks on the case of Mrs. Townsend, as detailed in a 
late pamphlet published in New- York. 

Mrs. Townsend, it appears, having doubts respecting the 
truth of a single article of belief, professed by the communi- 
eants of the church to whf@iPshe belonged, wrote a Ictter to 
the Pastor, stating her dissent, and “ respectfully requesting a 
dissolution of her connexion with the Church, without a public 
trial.”” This request was denied; a committee of conference 
was sent to argue the point, who, finding her immoveable in 
her belief, a session was held, and the following resolution 
passed, viz: 

“‘ Resolved, that Maria Townsend be excommunicated from 
this Church, and that the first PUBLIC ANNUNCIATION OF THIS 
SENTENCE be made the ensuing Lord’s Day.” 

It is unnecessary to appeal to any man whose heart is not 
hardened into stone, by the influence of bigotry and fanaticism 
eombined, in order to excite the keenest indignation at the 
stern and cruel disregard here employed towards the feelings 
of a respectable matron. I will venture to say, that there is 
nothing in the history of the bitter and inflexible warfare of 
different sects, in the most ignorant and bigoted ages of the 
world, more strongly marked with every character of daring 
and reckless inhumanity, than this case, which is a disgrace 
to the age, and a double disgrace to the country in which we 
live. ee 

It is at war with the mild spirit of religion ; it is an outrage 
upon the feelings of humanity; it is a wanton and cruel 
sporting with the heart of one who belongs to a sex, which 
none but brutes and cowards would dare thus to assail; it is 
an attempt to coerce men and women into a belief, in a parti- 
cular point of doctrine, by the fear of public reproach and de-. 


nunciation. 
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And this happens, this is permitted, in a country where itis 
solemnly acknowledged, nay, asserted as one of the fun- 
damental principles of the Constitution, that a difference 
in religious opinions, shall not subject either man, woman, or 
child, to civil disability or clerical persecution! I should like 
to know what persecution is? Ifto drag a matron before the 
public, for the purpose of holding her up to the scorn and de- 
testation of an assembJed congregation, gathered together to 
hear the words of peace and good-will to all mankind—if to 
denounce her as an apostate from the true faith, and turn her 
adrift, as it were, with the mark of Cain upon her forehead, to 
be an object of horror to her brethren and sisters, with whom 
she has been accustomed to kneel at the foot-stool of God, to 
offer up her prayers to the Throne of Grace—to utter her 
thanks, to ask forgiveness for herself and all her enemies—if 
this is not persecution, nay, the keenest, the most heart- 
breaking persecution, I know not what persecution is. At 
this moment, and for the remainder of her life, this helpless 
matron is, and will so continue, an object of indescribable 
horror to her most intimate assg@jates ; the ties which knit her 
to that circle, with whom she has been accustomed, perhaps 
from her infancy, to exchange the courtesies and good offices 
of friendly intimacy, are broken, most likely for ever. She 
will be thrown upon the world anew, to form new connections 
with society, and when she meets any of her sister communi- 
cants in the church, that has thus flung her from its bosom, it 
will be their duty to pass her with an averted eye. 

Is not this PeRsEcuTIoN? Is not this spirit which dictated 
this PUBLIC OUTRAGE on the feelings and the good name of a 
respectable matron, the same which presided at the stake of 
the martyrs, the auto de fees, of the Inquisition, restrained in- 
deed, from such bloody excesses, by the laws, but still arriving 
at ends almost as cruel, through the circuitous wiles of a 
crafty church discipline? Does any one believe that, but for 
these restraints, the persecuting spirit that dictated this pub- 
lic exposure of a matrqn, for conscientiously dissenting from 
a particular point of faith, would have stopped short until it 
had persecuted her even unto death? 

It is time, and high time, if it be not already too late, to put 
a stop to such open violations of the spirit of all those consti- 
tutions under which we live, te declare by a solemn act of the 
legislature, that no inhabitant of these United States, “* by the 
blessing of God free and independent,” forfeits his right as a 
citizen by dissenting from any particular system of belief—his 
right to the protection of his person, his property, aye, and 
what is dearer than all these, of his reputation, by entering or 
departing from a communion with any church, as his reason 
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and conscience dictates. Let them stay with a church as long 
as they please, and when they request a dismissal let it not 
be accompanied by a puBLIc DISCHARGE, as if they had com- 
mitted some horrible crime. LIBERTY oF CoNSCIENCE. 












FROM THE BOSTON UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


An Inquiry designed to ascertain whether it is the duty of 
Christians to encourage the present Missionary Establishments. 


As the friends of modern missions have often solicited me to 
aid them in (as they say) their laudable undertakings, and as 
I have discovered that they are actuated by no small degree of 
zeal in their enterprizes, I have been disposed to give the sub- 
ject a candid examination; the result of which is, a firm con- 
viction that it is not my duty, nor the duty of any person to 
encourage the present establishment of missions. The views 
which produced in my mind this conviction, are as follows :— 

1. I do not know that the money which I should give, will 
be properly expended. In the first place, I think that many of 
the bibles sent abroad have been too costly. Some of them 
have cost four times the amount of our common low-priced bi- 
bles. Why this extravagance? If the friends of missions, as 
they inform us, have not money enough to enable themselves 
to carry their designs into execution, it certainly behoves them 
to curtail their expences in every possible manner, especially, 
when they are continually crying that every cent may be the 
means of saving an immortal soul. Many bibles of a stereo- 
typed edition, which cost three dollars a piece, have been sent 
away to the Pagans.—Now tlhe money which purchased one of 
these would purchase certainly four others. People that can 
be so extravagant, have no business to complain of poverty ; 
and it is impious for them to say that the heathen are hourly 
dropping into hell for the want of money, when they squander 
it away. Again—I never yet could satisfy myself with ano- 
ther part of the conduct of missionary societies. Missionary 
families are equipped for their veyages in a manner far too 
splendid and extravagant for their profession. I hear that one 
society votes one hundred dollars, another seventy-five dollars, 
and another fifty dollars, to prepare the Rev. Mr. ——, and 
his lady for their voyage to the Sandwich Islands. This Rev. 
man has travelled the country for many months preaching and 
begging for this purpose. He has, been introduced to many 
rich societies which have contributed very liberally for him. 
What becomes of all this money? Let us inquire, where does 
the man get his costly clothing and his gold watch? where 
does his lady obtain the many costly jewels that decorate her 
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person? We have now nothing to say about the pride that in- 
duces to this extravagance, nor the folly of a missionary’s ap- 
pearing among the natives of the Sandwich Islands with such 
pomposity, nor the impiety of such conduct in a professed fol. 
lower of the meek and lowly Saviour, my object is to ascertain 
how the money is expended, that these followers of the horse- 
leach collect. If every cent will save its soul, as the mis- 
gionaries declare, how many millions of heathen will be eter- 
nally lost in consequence of the licentious extravagance that 
we have noticed? I have known missionary societies to have 
splendid dinners and suppers, when they have met to transact 
their business. J have sometimes thought that the expences 
thus incurred might be defrayed with the money that unsus- 
pecting people had given for other purposes. But allowing it 
to be otherwise, might not the money thus squandered away be 
appropriated to missionary purposes? Is it not immodest for 
people to beg who can live in this way? They are constantly 
telling us that every centis of great use, (surely, if it will save 
an immortal soul, it is of infinite value) they are wringing the 
poor man’s earnings from his hands, they are continually call- 
ing upon old women and children to produce their mites, and 
yet often, when they hold their meetings for the transaction of 
business, money enough is expended for the gratification of 
their appetites to maintain many families a year. People in 
general will soon think these people insincere in their profes- 
sions, if they continue their present course of conduct. 

2. I do not think that the doctrines preached by the mis- 
sionaries will meliorate the condition of the heathen. ‘The 
friends of missions very frequently make powerful appeals te 
the sympathetic affections; and people who have not given to 
this subject much reflection, are carried to great lengths by 
the ardor, in this way excited. They are lead to think very 
meanly of those who have not the same wild zeal in the favor 
of missions that they themselves have. Look, say they, to the 
deceived Pagan that offers himself a victim to be crushed to 
death beneath the wheels which roll along the ponderous Jug- 
gernaut. And in all the intemperance of their zeal they ask, 
in the view of such scenes, can you hesitate one moment? But 
now, let us not be precipitate, but cool and candid. I will not 
deny that the condition of the Pagan world is bad, very bad, 
but to all appearance, it is at present unchangeable. And it 
is better to do nothing, than to labour without success. Butl 
will not contend for this particular. ‘To facilitate our present 
object, I will allow that every Pagan is sighing fora change 
of condition, and that their present political and moral state 
must soon be changed. We wiil suppose for a moment that 
this is the most favorable opportunity for the introduction of 
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Christian light and "knowledge. Under all these desirable 
circumstances, I would not give one cent to the present mis- 
sionary establishments. Suppose that every Pagan in the 
world were to embrace the doctrines of Calvinism, would he 
be in any better condition, than he now is. I had rather he 
would worship an idol, than a cruel, partial, malignant, re- 
vengeful, almighty Tyrant. I had rather that he should bow 
to a senseless, harmless idol, than that he should tremble in 
fear of a ruthless, uncontrolled omnipotence. I had rather he 
would believe an idol his benefactor, than that it is impossible 
for himself to do any right. [had rather he would believe in no 
God, than that the Creator of heaven and earth will punish 
him for those sins which he never committed. I had rather he 
would sacrifice himself to Juggernaut, than that he should 
murder himself, his wife and children, to screen him and them 
from the wrath of an almighty, offended God. He, as a Pa- 
pan, would die full of hope, in confident assurance of ever- 
asting happiness; but as a Calvinist, he would drop into the 
arms of a being, impatient to blast him to interminable woe. 
If he were converted to Calvinism, he would believe that God 
had doomed millions of his fair creation, by an irrevocable de- 
cree, to eternal wretchedness, for the sins of another being; 
that it was impossible for him to do right; like a damaged 
clock, which, if it go at all, must go wrong; that it would be 
far better for him never to have been born, than to have come 
into existence under the circumstances of the non-elect. I had 
rather be a Pagan than a Calvinist; for if I must be deprived 
of the felicity of worshipping a good God, I would more wil- 
lingly bow down to a lifeless, harmless idol, than to a being 
who had reprobated those creatures to eternal and entire tor- 
ment, which he brought into being, who live or die at his word, 
and whose very existence must be an everlasting curse to them. 

With such views, I cannot think it my duty to encourage 
missionaries ; ‘and Christian brethren, 1 appeal to you, whe- 
ther the moral condition of the Pagans would be changed for 
the better, were they all to embrace Calvinism. But when 
people are blinded and driven forward impetuously by a crazy 
zeal, they never reason, they never stop to reflect. ‘They 
hear the echo of the general vociferation; they are seized with 
a mad fervor, and become dupes to the artifice of a hypocritical 
and designing priestliood. Their imagination paints for them 
the burning pit, and the haggard genius of idolatry pourmg 
its fatally deceived myriads into it.—They think they hear 
sometimes the dreadful outcries of the forlorn victims; and 
they wonder why Christ'ans have not noticed the subject be- 
fore, and been incited to action by it. They are anxious that 
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the heathen should put off their idolatry immediately, but 
seem to care not what they receive in exchange. 

Upon the whole I am inclined to believe, that the present 
excitement in favor of missions is produced, in many Cases, 
more by the spirit of proselytism, than by a desire to benefit 
the heathen. ‘This spirit perhaps is not the only incentive to 
action, but it is a very powerful one. If the clergy generally, 
who are in favor of the present missionary establishments, 
were incited by a strong desire to benefit the heathen, they 
would be more willing to contribute of their own substance, 
than they ever yet have been. I will not deny that they have 
done their part at begging. But why have they not been as 
willing to give, as beg? Why are the hard earnings of the 
poor man snatched from his hands? Why is the bread taken 
from the orphan’s mouth ?—Where are our rich clergy, who 
are possessed of their thousands, who do not spend the simple 
interest of their money, whose exorbitant salaries, which are 
not needed by them, are annually increasing their already 
abundant possessions? Have they given to missions as many 
cents as they have taken dollars from those who eat their bread 
in the sweat of their face 2? Our Saviour said, that there were 
those in his day who would compass sea and land to make even 
one prosclyte, that would be two-fold more the child of hell, 
after his change, than those who were the instruments of it. 
It would be better for him to remain as he was, than to change 
from bad to worse. And that these ancient missionaries were 
like our modern ones, at least in one respect, is evident, for 
they bound heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, and laid 
them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves would not move 
them with one of their fingers. 

The foregoing considerations have weighed heavily in my 
mind. I confess that I have surveyed this subject without 
being fired with the enthusiasm for which many, favourable to 
missions are noted, and I hope I have done it without preju- 


dice. Let the reader determine. If he thinks it his duty to 


patronize missions as they are now conducted, I blame him 
not. ‘**'l’o his own master he standeth or falleth.” 
RICHARDS. 








ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A Mr. W. an Universalist Preacher having delivered a lec- 
ture in a town, which he had visited for the first time; an el- 
derly lady who had attended the meeting, commenced an at- 
tack at the close of the sermon, and with great zeal opposed 
the sentiments which had been delivered, embracing the salva- 
tion of all men. After some little altercation she made the 
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following inquiry. Do you, Sir, believe in future punishment ? ’ x 
Yes Madam, Ido. Well! well!! said the old lady, that is : 
better than nothing! !'!—Religious Inquirer. 
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OBITUARY. : 
| DIED, on the 16th ult. Mr. Lew1rs Batowry, aged $3, ofa pe 
pulmonary and rapid consumption, which he bore with patience, - 
resignation and Christian fortitude. Mr. Baldwin was former- | 
ly, by profession, a Baptist, and in very high standing among 
that denomination, generally, as well as in the church of which 
he was amember. Itis but about two years or alittle upwards, 
since he attended, as it were by accident, for the first time at 
the Universalist church in Lombard street, where, after at- 
tending a few times, he became a firm believer in the doctrine 
of universal salvation ; and, to the great grief of his former 
friends, he was not backward in avowing that sentiment. In 
April, 1821, he commenced writing for the Christian Messen ger, 
which he continued occasionally for a considerable time ;* but 
his school occupying so much of his time, and finding at length 
his health declining, he never fully completed what he had un- 
dertaken in this way. Some time in the spring or fore part of 
the summer of 1822, he commenced preaching in the Northern 
Liberties, where he had for a considerable time taken quite an 
active part in the debates in the Berean Society ; and he con- 
tinued preaching and debating in defence of the doctrine of 
Universal grace, as long as his health would permit. He 
died, as he had lived, a pious and sincere Christian. A short 
time previous to his death, he was visited by Dr. Holcombe, 
his former Baptist minister, to whom he stated explicitly (as 
has been acknowledged by Dr. H. since his death) that he con- 
tinued firm and unshaken in the belief of Universal Salvation. 

In him society has sustained a loss which will long be felt; his 
family, an irrepairable one. His death has completely refuted | 
the vain notion (as others who have gone before him have re- ' 
peatedly done) that Universalism is good to live by, but not 
to die by. Any doctrine which is not good to die by, cannot 
be good’ to live by: and any doctrine which will afford real 
consolation in life, will give equal support in death. We com- 
mend the bereaved widow and children to the believers of that 
doctrine for whose sake our deceased friend and brother, in one 
respect, may be considered.a voluntary martyr. 
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: 

DIED, at Rome, N. Y. on the 16th April, Mr. Hope Surrna, 
father of the Rev. S. R. Smith, aged 72 years. He died in 
hope of inheriting a happy immortality with all the family of 
man. | 








We are happy to learn that Proposals have beeu issued for publishing a pa. 
per, at Little Falls, N. Y. to be entitled ‘* THE GOSPEL INQUIRER,” to 
be devoted to the dissemination of the doctrine of Universal Grace. It is te 
be published semi-monthly, at one dollar per annum. 

*.* Subscriptions for the above, received at the Editor’s No. 51, South Se- 
cond-street. 
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HUMAN FRAILTY. 








“Weak and irresolute is man: *Tis here the folly of the wise 
The purpose of to-day, Through all his art we view; 
Woven with pains into his plan, And, while his tongue the charge de- 
To-morrow rends away. His conscience owns ittrue. [nies, 


The bow, well bent, and smart the} Bound on a voyage of awful length 
Vice seems already slain: [spring,}| And dangers little known, 
But passion rudely snaps the string, | A stranger to superior strength, 





And it revives again. Man vainly trusts his own. 
Some foe to his upright intent But oars alone can ne’er prevail 
Finds out his weaker part ; To reach the distant coast, 
Virtue engages his assent, The breath of heav’n must swell the 
But pleasure wins his heart. Or all the toil is lost. [sail; 
[= 


ADDRESS TO DEITY. 


Eternal Father, am I not thy child? 

_ Didst thou not unasked my being give ? 

Then, Lord, why should I be by thee exiled, 
Condemned eternally from thee to live ? 


What mov’d thy changeless uncreated mind 
Man from non-existence, to being call ? 
Was it not love eternal, unconfin’d, 
That gave existence to thy children all? 


Reason forever will this truth proclaim, 
*T was love eternal mov’d thee to create, 
And Nature’s voice, as witness, doth exclaim 
God is our Father, happiness our fate. 


As soon would I believe that I shall dissolve 
To non-existence, when I come to die, 

Or that the sun does round this earth revolve, 
And every planet we behold on high ; 


As dream that God’s original design 

Was not to make man blessed after death, 
Immortal bliss, great God, I hope is mine, 

With all to whom thou shalt or didst give breath. 
O may I then to Thee, thou solely good, 
Sing an eternal hymn of gratitude: 
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